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Habitat for Humanity of Orange County

Begins Building Home for Veteran and Family

Disneyland Resort and Mariners Church Come Together to Frame Home

By: Gladys Hernandez and Evelyn Valdez

It was an early Saturday morning when Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, 

with the help of volunteers from Disneyland Resort and Mariners Church, 

began framing a home alongside veteran Jose and his wife Hilda. Together, 

they were able to finish framing one of two Habitat OC homes in the Santa Ana 

development in one day. 

Jose was a Sergeant in the Army National Guard and was ordered to active duty 

in support of Operation Enduring Freedom to serve in a designated imminent 

danger area in Afghanistan.

“My husband is an Army veteran and we’re very excited to start building,” said 

Hilda as she addressed the volunteers. “This is our dream, to own a home for our 

kids, and I’m very thankful for all the donors, for all the volunteers. Thank you, 

we’re very appreciative for all of you and we’re very excited to get started.”

With a morning welcome from Hilda, the volunteers were ready to pick up a 

hammer and get to work. Hilda and Jose also grabbed a hammer and joined the 

volunteers.

“It made a positive difference to meet, as well as work alongside, the veteran 

family that will be purchasing the house, I enjoy being a part of something that 

makes a difference,” said Disneyland Resort Ambassador Allie. 

To learn more about Habitat OC’s housing opportunities for veterans, please 

visit www.HabitatOC.org/MilitaryVeterans.

“This is our dream, to own a home for our kids, 
and I’m very thankful for all the donors, for all the 

volunteers,” said Hilda. 
Photographer: Robert Rooks

Volunteers from Disneyland Resort and Mariners 
Church joined Jose and Hilda in framing their 

Habitat OC home in Santa Ana.  
Photographer: Robert Rooks
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At Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, we build homes from the ground 
up, but it’s the foundation that we offer a child that is at the heart of our 
mission. So rejoice in this moment, knowing your acts of volunteerism and 
philanthropy for Habitat OC have resulted in hundreds of local children 
having a better place to sleep at night.

At each Habitat OC home dedication we look into their eyes, see their smiles, 
and know their futures are brighter. It’s thrilling to see the excited children 
and the gratified parents walk through their homes for the first time. Homes 
they helped build with their own hands, thanks to you.

Recently, a homeowner shared she had a gift for us. Her gift to us is her 
children. Donors, volunteers, and Habitat OC gave her a home and in return 
she will give us future doctors and nurses. Her home allows her to make sure 
her children continue their schooling and develop a sense of philanthropy. Because you decided 
to give, this family will offer the community four professionals.

With your help, Habitat OC engages community partners, empowers limited and moderate 
income families, and transforms neighborhoods using homeownership as an anchor for hope, 
change, revitalization, and stabilization. 

We hope you will continue to be a part of our mission and join us as we continue to help local 
families attain the American dream of home ownership. Donate or volunteer today.

Blessings to you and your family.

Sharon Ellis, President/CEO 
714-434-6200 
Sharon@HabitatOC.org

A NOTE FROM SHARON…

OUR MISSION: 
Seeking to put love and faith into action, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County 
brings people together to build homes, community and hope.

Habitat OC, Peninsula Publishing, and the city of Fullerton held a groundbreaking ceremony to celebrate the Fullerton 
ABC 3.0 development. Learn more about this exciting project by visiting www.HabitatOC.org/FullertonABC.



Schneider Electric employees bonded while participating in a Team Build. During their Team Build, 
volunteers helped build a Habitat OC home in Fullerton for a multi-generational veteran family. 
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23 Operation Home Delivery post-Katrina homes: 
115 people served

428 Tithe homes around the world: 2,140 people served

200 new homes in OC: 956 people served

45 Resale homes in OC: 166 people served

64 Repaired homes: 239 people served

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County has served 3,616 
women, men and children.

$645,000
Median price of an 

Orange County home 
(April 2016)

$1,753
Average monthly 

OC apartment rent 
(April 2016)

$66,000
Annual income required to 
afford the rent of a typical 
two-bedroom apartment  

in Orange County  
(August 2015)

$48,750
Income earned by  

Habitat OC family of four
(50% of AMI)

Sources: CoreLogic, Reis Inc., Orange County Register

WHY IS HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEEDED IN ORANGE COUNTY?



U.S. Navy Veteran Homeowner Receives Much Needed Home 
Repairs Thanks to Home Depot Associates and Habitat OC
By: Evelyn Valdez

In August, several Home Depot associates took a day off work to volunteer with Habitat for 
Humanity of Orange County to repair the home of U.S Navy veteran, David.

David was aware his home was in need of serious repairs, but his physical and financial constraints 
made it impossible for him to maintain his home. When he heard about Habitat OC’s Hand-Up 
Home Repair program, he didn’t think he would qualify. He decided to take a leap of faith and he is 
happy he did.

“I’m telling all of my friends who are veterans and homeowners to apply,” said David. “Habitat OC 
really wants to help veterans and we should take advantage of this program.” 

Habitat OC’s Hand-Up Home Repair program combines major financial and volunteer support 
from groups like The Home Depot Foundation with Habitat for Humanity of Orange County’s 
homebuilding expertise to repair the homes of low-income veteran homeowners in Orange County.

David served four years in the U.S. Navy and received a national Defense Service Medal during his 
service. He lives alone with his pug, Frank, and with the repairs made to his home, he is able to live 
in his home safely, independently and comfortably.

“It’s just crazy how a little paint and flowers make a difference… I am so thankful to Habitat and 
Home Depot because I wouldn’t have been able to do these repairs myself,” said David.

 

Neighborhood Revitalization Event Creates Change 
Through Collaboration
By: Mike Rodgers

As part of Habitat OC’s Neighborhood Revitalization efforts, volunteers gathered for the “Rally 
in the Alley” event in the Woodcrest neighborhood in Fullerton. Local residents, Fullerton Police 
Department Cadets, Fullerton Police Explorers, Lowe’s Hero’s, and Bank of the West volunteers 
came together to install sensor lights as well as clean up the alleyway to create a safer environment.

Habitat OC’s Neighborhood Revitalization efforts are dedicated to serving more families through 
community development partnerships by harnessing the energy of residents and empowering them 
to take the lead in improving their own neighborhood.

For more information about Neighborhood Revitalization efforts, please visit 
www.HabitatOC.org/NeighborhoodRevitalization or contact Leonel@HabitatOC.org.

U.S. Navy Veteran David watched 
in amazement as Home Depot 
and Habitat OC volunteers made 
repairs on his home as part of 
Habitat OC’s Hand-Up Home 
Repair program.    
Photographer: Gladys Hernandez

“On behalf of all of my neighbors I 
would like to thank Habitat OC and 
all of the volunteers who helped fix 
the issues with our alleyway today, 
we are truly grateful for your time 
and effort,” said longtime 
Woodcrest resident Norma.  
Photographer: Mike Rodgers

TCA Architects raised more than $108,000 at their 16th Annual Charity Golf Tournament Benefiting Habitat for Humanity of Orange County.

Photographer: Steve Sham
beck



You Helped Build His Habitat OC Home, Today He Helps Build 
Habitat Homes for Other Families
By: Steven

My old house was definitely not in the best neighborhood. I remember my mom wouldn’t let us go 
outside past the grass because it was such a bad neighborhood. She was really pleased when we 
moved into our Habitat OC home and into a safe neighborhood. 

In 2013, I participated in my first “Learn and Build” trip to Milwaukee. “Learn and Build” trips are 
open to high school students and give them the opportunities to learn about Habitat for Humanity’s 
mission while getting hands-on build experience. 

It was an eye-opener for me. It showed me how families come from some of the worst scenarios to 
get the opportunity to own these homes that they call their own. To see those kids move into those 
homes — it just felt awesome to see the smiles on their faces, as I had a smile on my face when I 
moved into my Habitat OC home. I’m really appreciative for this opportunity. It’s such an honor for 
me to help families. 

Today I’m a junior at California State University San Marcos and will continue to volunteer with 
Habitat for Humanity. To a person who grew up in a Habitat OC home, it’s humbling.

Steven and his family have been living in a Habitat OC home since 2010.  

Sweat Equity Brings Families and Volunteers Together
Courtesy of Habitat for Humanity

Sweat equity is a term used often when talking about the creation or building process. It’s about 
doing the work — the hard work — to bring an idea to life. That work becomes an investment in the 
project. 

At Habitat OC, sweat equity is a new homeowner investing in their home or another family’s home. 
It’s not a form of payment, but an opportunity to work alongside volunteers who give their time to 
bring to life a family’s dream of owning a home.

Sweat equity can take many forms for partner families working with Habitat OC. It can mean 
construction work, working in a Habitat ReStore, assisting in administrative duties, or countless 
other ways of helping out. 

The idea behind sweat equity goes back to even before Habitat for Humanity began. Clarence 
Jordan — the founder of Koinonia Farm, where Habitat for Humanity began — wrote in a 1968 
letter, “What the poor need is not charity but capital, not case workers but co-workers.” 

That co-worker approach informs Habitat OC’s emphasis on sweat equity: all of us working 
together so that homeowners can achieve the strength, stability and independence they need to build 
a better life for themselves and for their families.

“I’ve always felt the need to give back 
as much as I can to other families just 
like us,” said Steven. 
Photographer: Robert Rooks

The Namkung family completed 
500 sweat equity hours before 
moving into their Habitat OC 
home last year.   
Photographer: Lauri Reveles

Antis Roofing & Waterproofing brought industry partners to their Team Build at the Habitat OC development in Santa Ana. 
To schedule your Team Build, visit www.HabitatOC.org/TeamBuild.
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S h o p. D o n a t e. Vo l u n t e e r.
Phone: (714) 434-6266
ReStoreOC.org
Donation Hotline: (714) 434-6202

Anaheim ReStore
1656 West Katella Avenue
Anaheim, CA 92802

Santa Ana ReStore
1400 Village Way
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Open To The Public 7 Days A Week!

First American Interns Lend a Hand at the 
Habitat ReStore in Santa Ana
By: Blair Hedigan for First American

Twenty-two interns from First American spent three days volunteering 
at the Habitat ReStore in Santa Ana, spending their afternoons 
assisting both staff and customers and logging a total of 88 individual 
volunteer hours.

“We wanted to find a way for our summer interns to participate in 
an event that would help to give back to our local community,” said 
Rachel King, Event Coordinator and Human Resources Generalist.  
“We chose to work with Habitat for Humanity as it is one of the 
great organizations that First American often partners with locally.” 

Working at the Habitat ReStore opened many interns’ eyes to the 
impact volunteers have on the community.  “Truly understanding the 
‘volunteer’ part of the experience was enlightening,” said Michelle 
Whang, a marketing intern.

The Habitat for Humanity ReStore locations in Anaheim and Santa 
Ana are nonprofit home improvement stores that sell new and gently 
used furniture, home accessories, building materials and appliances 
to the public for just a fraction of the retail price.  Proceeds from the 
Habitat ReStores help fund the construction of affordable Habitat for 
Humanity of Orange County homes for families in need of a hand-up.

To volunteer, shop or donate, visit www.ReStoreOC.org.

Attend Habitat Night - new volunteer 
orientations - at 6:30 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of every month.  Please check our 
website for locations: 
www.HabitatOC.org

Volunteer to build and/or work at a Habitat 
ReStore. Contact:  
Volunteer@HabitatOC.org

Get your faith community involved.  
Contact:  FaithRelations@HabitatOC.org

Join Women Build-OC.  Fun, exciting, 
and no experience necessary. For more 
information, please contact:   
WomenBuild@HabitatOC.org

Invest yourself in creating healthy 
communities. Every gift helps transform 
the lives of Orange County’s hardworking 
families.  
www.HabitatOC.org/DonateOC

GET INVOLVED!
You can make a di�erence!
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