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Habitat for Humanity of Orange County Builds 
More Than Homes, We Help Transform Lives
Rafael credits the Habitat OC program as a major contributor to his 
educational success

By: Gladys Hernandez 

In 2009, Rafael and his family attended a College Bound Workshop held at the 
Habitat for Humanity of Orange County office in Santa Ana, one of the many 
classes Habitat OC offers to its existing and future homeowners.

At this workshop, Rafael and his brother learned about the higher education 
process and their parents learned about the financial aid opportunities available 
to their children.  All four members of the family walked away feeling informed 
and were able to make the right choices for them when it came to higher 
education.

“I just want to give a big thank you for helping me start my path to higher 
education,” said Rafael. “Without your help, I’m not sure where I would be in 
terms of my education.”

In 2015, Rafael graduated with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Cal 
State Fullerton. He decided to continue his education at Cal State Fullerton 
and is currently pursuing his Master of Science degree. His brother, Rodrigo, 
is following in his footsteps and is studying Computer Science at Cal State 
Fullerton.

“The class and the Habitat program helped my sons be able to continue their 
school,” said Mercedes, Rafael and Rodrigo’s mother. “Not only did they learn a 
lot, we also learned how to help them through the process.”

Rafael continues to break ground within his family; he is the first member in 
his family to not only graduate from college, but also pursue a Master’s degree. 
Soon, he will witness his parents do the same. In June, his parents will reach 
their goal of paying off their Habitat OC mortgage, becoming the first members 
in their family to pay off their home.

It is thanks to you, our supporters, that this family could attain the American 
dream of homeownership and reach their educational goals.

“I just want to give a big thank you 
for helping me start my path to higher 

education,” said Rafael. “Without your 
help, I’m not sure where I would be in 

terms of my education.” 

Rafael’s parents purchased a home in Habitat 
OC’s first development in Rancho Santa Margarita 

in 1991. In June, Rafael and his brother Rodrigo 
will get to witness their parents reach their goal of 

paying off their Habitat OC mortgage.



OUR MISSION:  
Seeking to put love and faith into action, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County 
brings people together to build homes, community and hope.
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A NOTE FROM SHARON… 

Just as it takes every nail, every board, and every gallon of paint to 
finish a Habitat for Humanity of Orange County home, it also takes 
every hour of hard work by future homeowners and volunteers, 
every ounce of support from generous donors, and every bit of 
building expertise to guide the construction process.

In every Habitat OC home, you find the work and dedication of so 
many people, all working with a common goal: helping another 
family build strength, stability, and self-reliance through shelter.

Who does it take to build a Habitat OC house?

 •  Homeowners like the Barnett’s who helped build their 
house and are paying an affordable mortgage

 •  Volunteers like Jerome and Kieran who build
 •  Volunteers like Charles and Susan who serve on committees
 •  Volunteers like Charlotte who provide hospitality
 •  Generous donors like Fluidmaster, Inc. who give of their money and time
 •  Supportive businesses and corporations like The Home Depot Foundation
 •  Advocates like Dave who spread the word and raise awareness

Who does it take to build a Habitat house? It takes everyone, and that starts with YOU!

Your financial support, your voice, and your time will help more families achieve the 
strength, stability independence they need to build better lives. Donate or volunteer 
today.

Blessings to you and your family.

Sharon Ellis, President/CEO
(714) 434-6200     
Sharon@HabitatOC.org



425 Tithe homes around the world: 2,125 people served

200 new homes in OC: 956 people served

40 Resale homes in OC: 144 people served

64 Repaired homes: 199 people served –

• 4 NSP2 homes, 12 people served

• 2 “A Brush With Kindness” homes, 9 people served

• 3 Rancho Santa Margarita partnerships, 12 people served

• 43 Veteran Home Repair homes, 112 people served

• 12 Habitat Hand-Up Home Repair homes, 54 people served

23 Operation Home Delivery post-Katrina homes:  

115 people served

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County has served 3,539 
women, men and children.
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Mariners Church Irvine and Mariners Church Huntington Beach shared a Faith Build Day on Habitat OC’s Cypress site. Mariners Church Irvine took their involvement a 
step further and donated $100,000 to help build more Habitat for Humanity homes in Orange County. 

WHY IS HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEEDED IN ORANGE COUNTY?

Sources: CoreLogic, Marcus & Millichap’s 2016 Apartment Report, Orange County Register

$630,000
Median price of an 

Orange County home 
(December 2015)

$1,895
Average monthly 

OC apartment rent 
(January 2016)

$66,000
Annual income required to 
afford the rent of a typical 
two-bedroom apartment  

in Orange County  
(August 2015)

$48,750
Income earned by an  

OC Habitat family of four
(50% of median)
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Dear Habitat OC,

I many times think about Habitat, and how if it wasn’t for Habitat we most likely would not 
have been able to live where we are. My son Drew will be graduating from high school this 
June with a high school diploma and an Associate’s in Engineering. He is truly blessed. 

My wife and I started going through the adoption process to adopt him when he was in the 
8th grade. He had some physical challenges to overcome and his foster mother took her 
frustrations out on Drew by physically and verbally abusing him. 

The adoption agency we were working with called and explained the situation and asked 
if we were interested in adopting him. Without any reservations I accepted and my wife 
agreed. When it came time for us to collect his belongings, I called Drew’s foster mother 
and she told me, “I will leave all of his stuff in the driveway. I don’t want anything to do 
with him anymore.” I couldn’t believe what she said. My heart broke for Drew. 

Today Drew has been blessed with a full-ride scholarship to University of Texas at Austin, 
along with other scholarships. His ambition is to obtain a Ph.D. in Engineering. My family 
is doing very well. Blessings to everyone there at Habitat of Orange County.
 
Walt

A Letter From a Previous Habitat OC Homeowner

Faith Build Day Offers St. Kilian Catholic Church 
Parishioners An Opportunity to Give Back
By: Mike Rodgers

Parishioners from St. Kilian Catholic Church showed their dedication to helping those 
in need by volunteering as well as making a financial contribution to Habitat OC’s home 
development in Cypress. We welcomed 25 volunteers who helped with a variety of tasks 
that contributed to the final stages of the homes.

“This was a unique opportunity to give back in a way in which we haven’t done before,” 
said St. Kilian Catholic Church parishioner Andy King, who is also a Habitat OC Board 
Member. “Our group of volunteers really enjoyed the day’s work and it has been great to 
hear their positive feedback.” 

Not only did the St. Kilian Catholic Church parishioners help families in need, they also 
formed new connections with fellow parishioners.  If you are interested in scheduling a 
Faith Build Day, please contact us at (714) 434-6200 ext. 226 or  
FaithRelations@HabitatOC.org.

The Hand-Up Home Repair program recently made renovations to the home of Army veteran Antonio with the help of volunteers and donors. During Antonio’s service, he 
pulled out three men who were under fire. He received an honorable discharge and multiple medals and badges, including a Purple Heart.

Walt and his family (pictured on the right) are the 
most recent Habitat OC homeowners who sold their 
home back to Habitat OC to purchase a home in the 
open market. This is considered a success as the home 
offered Walt a hand-up, not a handout and the home 
can now help another hardworking family in Orange 
County. Photo courtesy of Walt. 

Parishioners from St. Kilian Catholic Church 
spent a day on a Habitat OC site to get their 
hands dirty and their hearts clean by helping 
build five affordable homes in Cypress for local, 
hardworking families. 
Photo courtesy of Andy King.
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Local Women Build Volunteers Celebrate National 
Women Build Week by Getting Their Hands Dirty 
By: Alexandra Briante

Habitat OC Will Build Net-Zero Home for  
Veteran Family
By: Gladys Hernandez and Mike Rodgers

Habitat OC’s Women Build-OC volunteers celebrated National Women Build Week by promoting 
volunteerism among women, hosting a fundraiser, and getting their hands dirty. National Women 
Build Week is a nationwide initiative that encourages women to dedicate at least one day to help 
build affordable housing in their local communities. 

Women Build-OC kicked off the week with an all-you-can-eat breakfast fundraiser at Applebee’s 
in Fountain Valley. The week ended with a Team Build Day, as Women Build-OC members spent 
the day helping build five Habitat OC homes in Cypress alongside Mayor Mariellen Yarc, Council 
Member Stacy Berry, Chris Gaarder from Senator Bob Huff’s office, and Habitat OC homeowner 
Shelly. 

The motto of Women Build-OC, “we’d rather build it than clean it,” resonates exactly with what 
the volunteer group aims to achieve.  Women Build-OC is about empowering others to try different 
experiences, learn new skills, and inspire other women to build.  If you would like additional 
information on Women Build-OC, please visit www.HabitatOC.org/WomenBuild or contact 
WomenBuild@HabitatOC.org.

Habitat OC, Peninsula Publishing, and the city of Fullerton have partnered to build the Fullerton 
ABC 3.0 development. The Fullerton ABC 3.0 (Affordable, Buildable, Certified) development is 
a collaboration to build a net-zero energy home, which means the home will be able to produce 
as much energy as it consumes. Additionally, the development will also include two traditional 
affordable Habitat OC homes. This will be the second development for Habitat OC in Fullerton. In 
2011, Habitat OC completed an 11-home development.

As part of Habitat OC’s Veterans Initiative, the Fullerton ABC 3.0 home is currently being built 
and marketed for a qualified, multi-generational military family. If you are a veteran, or know a 
veteran, who might be interested in applying for the Fullerton ABC 3.0 home, please visit  
www.HabitatOC.org/FullertonABC to learn more.

With the help of volunteers, donors, and supporters like you, Habitat OC will be able to build 
the Fullerton ABC 3.0 net-zero energy home and serve more limited-income families in need of 
affordable housing. To help build a home for a veteran, please visit  
www.HabitatOC.org/DonateOC.

Diana, a current Habitat OC veteran homeowner, joined more than 300 Home Depot volunteers in framing eight homes at the Tustin Hangar at the Marine Corps Air Station.  
The frames will be used to build Habitat for Humanity homes for veterans.

Habitat OC’s Women Build-OC volunteers 
celebrated National Women Build Week 
by helping build five Habitat OC homes in 
Cypress alongside Mayor Mariellen Yarc, 
Council Member Stacy Berry, Chris Gaarder 
from Senator Bob Huff’s office, and Habitat 
OC homeowner Shelly.  
Photographer: Gladys Hernandez 

Habitat OC’s Fullerton ABC 3.0 (Affordable, 
Buildable, Certified) development is a 
collaboration of companies and organizations 
to build a net-zero energy home. The home 
is being built and marketed for a qualified, 
multi-generational military family. 
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Show your Support for the Habitat OC  
ReStores
By: Shannon Benson and Emily Soneja

With the help of our supporters, the Habitat OC ReStores have 
been voted “Best Home Goods” store in Orange County on the OC 
Hotlist. Thank you for voting us into first place for another year! 
You can continue to show your support for the Habitat OC ReStores 
by wearing Habitat OC ReStore apparel, shopping, donating and 
volunteering.

The Habitat OC ReStores are now offering apparel for men and 
women. You can now show your love for the Habitat OC ReStores  
by purchasing a t-shirt for $12 at our locations in Anaheim and  
Santa Ana.

As always, you can support the Habitat OC 
ReStores by donating your new and gently-
used home furnishings and building materials. 
Donations are tax-deductible and you can drop-
off your donations or schedule a pick-up for 
qualifying items by visiting  
www.HabitatOC.org/DonateToReStore.  Proceeds 
from the Habitat OC ReStores help fund the 

construction of affordable Habitat for Humanity of Orange  
County homes.

Interested in volunteering? The Habitat OC ReStores offer volunteer 
opportunities seven days a week. You can sign-up to help at  
www.HabitatOC.org/VolunteerSteps. 

Whether you choose to wear your Habitat OC ReStore t-shirt, shop, 
donate or volunteer, the Habitat OC ReStores thank you for your 
support.

S h o p. D o n a t e. Vo l u n t e e r.
Phone: (714) 434-6266
ReStoreOC.org
Donation Hotline: (714) 434-6202

Anaheim ReStore
1656 West Katella Avenue
Anaheim, CA 92802

Santa Ana ReStore
1400 Village Way
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Attend Habitat Night - new volunteer 
orientations - at 6:30 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of every month.  Please check our 
website for locations: 
www.HabitatOC.org

Volunteer to build and/or work at a Habitat 
ReStore. Contact:  
Volunteer@HabitatOC.org

Get your faith community involved.  
Contact:  FaithRelations@HabitatOC.org

Join Women Build-OC.  Fun, exciting, 
and no experience necessary. For more 
information, please contact:   
WomenBuild@HabitatOC.org

Invest yourself in creating healthy 
communities. Every gift helps transform 
the lives of Orange County’s hardworking 
families.  
www.HabitatOC.org/DonateOC

GET INVOLVED!
You can make a difference!

Photographer: Lauri Reveles.

Open To The Public 7 Days A Week!
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