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Veteran Family Received Key to Their 
Habitat OC Home Thanks to You
By: Gladys Hernandez

The American flag was waving and excitement was in the air as U.S. Army 
National Guard veteran Jose, his wife Hilda, and their children received the key, 
along with their mortgage, to their Habitat OC home.

Dozens were in attendance to welcome the family and honor the donors and 
volunteers who helped the family build their home.

“Today we are celebrating the partnership between Habitat for Humanity 
of Orange County, our donors, volunteers, and families,” said Sharon Ellis, 
President/CEO of Habitat OC. “These partnerships are what help us continue 
building affordable homes and helping local families attain the American dream 
of homeownership.”

One particular partnership was with Mariners Church, who not only was a major 
donor, but also volunteered to help build Jose’s home. 

“Mariners being involved with Habitat OC is what you call a no brainer,” said 
Pastor Eric Heard from Mariners Church. “The idea of getting involved and 
letting go of the money and giving it to people in need, that’s just God’s design.”

As Pastor Heard handed Jose the key to his Habitat OC home, cheers came from 
the audience.

“There are no words to describe this feeling,” said Hilda. 

Jose, who was ordered to active duty in support of Operation Enduring Freedom 
to serve in Afghanistan, said he felt honored the community would give back to 
honor his service.

“Thank you to everyone who helped make this happen,” said Jose. “It’s 
going to take a load off our shoulders and we’re going to finally have stability 
in our lives.”

Pastor Eric Heard from Mariners Church 
welcomed U.S. Army National Guard veteran 

Jose and his family to their Habitat OC home.  
Photographer: Robert Rooks

Jose’s youngest daughter held their Habitat OC key with 
pride and shared with everyone, “I have my own room!” 

Photographer: Robert Rooks

S h o p. D o n a t e. Vo l u n t e e r.
Phone: (714) 434-6266
ReStoreOC.org
Donation Hotline: (714) 434-6202

Anaheim ReStore
1656 West Katella Avenue
Anaheim, CA 92802

Santa Ana ReStore
1400 Village Way
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Open To The Public 7 Days A Week!

OUR MISSION: 
Seeking to put love and faith into action, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County brings 

people together to build homes, community and hope.
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$745,000
Median price of an 

Orange County home 
(March 2017)

$27.62
Hourly wage needed to
afford a median-priced

one-bedroom rental
unit. 68% of Orange

County jobs pay below that.
(May 2017)

$92,000
Income needed to
qualify for an entry

level home
(February 2017)

 
 

 
$48,750

Income earned by 
Habitat OC family of four

(50% of AMI)

Sources: Orange County Community Indicators Report, Orange County Register

WHY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEEDS YOUR HELP IN ORANGE COUNTY

I have been honored to serve as the President and CEO for Habitat for Humanity of Orange County for the last 12 
years. In that time, I have seen the change affordable housing makes in the lives of our families. I have also seen the 
need for affordable housing grow. 

1 in 4 Americans spends more than 50% of their pre-tax income on housing. That leaves little for basic necessities 
like food, transportation, and medical care. In one of the most expensive counties in the nation, Orange County, the 
need is even more prevalent. 

So how do we respond to these statistics? Sometimes people hear such terrible statistics on television and say, 
“someone ought to do something about that,” and then they change the channel. That’s discontent. But, I think we 
need holy discontent. That’s when we see the same thing and say, “I can’t stand that and I’m going to do something 
about it.” And then you get off the couch and do it.

Through the holy discontent of volunteers, supporters, and donors, low-income families in Orange County have found 
new hope in the form of affordable housing. 

Imagine the possibilities for all those families in your community who are eager to build or improve a place they can 
call home. Now realize that, so often, all they really need is a helping hand, a way to help themselves so that they can 
build a better life for themselves and their families. Imagine what you can do to help create more opportunities for 
that kind of success through Habitat OC.

With your help, future Habitat for Humanity of Orange County homeowners can achieve the independence they need 
to build a better life or themselves and their families. Your gifts of time, talent, and treasure can make a real difference 
in Orange County.

Blessings to you.

Sharon Ellis, President/CEO 
714-434-6200 
Sharon@HabitatOC.org

A NOTE FROM SHARON…

Habitat OC’s Hand-Up Home Repair program recently made renovations to the home of active duty Air Force Reserve Chris with the help of Home Depot volunteers. 
Chris has received multiple awards and medals and is currently pursuing a college degree along with meeting his military requirements.
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College Bound Workshop Offers Students Tools 
to Pursue Higher Education
By: Alex Briante

Recently, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County hosted a College Bound workshop for Habitat OC 
families where they learned about college admissions, financial planning and tips, and also heard 
from local college experts about college readiness.

In attendance was Jacob, a junior in high school whose parents are currently building their Habitat 
OC home. After attending the workshop, Jacob says, “I would like to pursue a degree in engineering 
and apply to schools like Stanford, Cal Poly Pomona, and UCLA.”

Former College Bound workshop participant, Rafael returned as a guest speaker. Rafael grew up in 
a Habitat OC home in Rancho Santa Margarita and will soon graduate from Cal State Fullerton with 
a master’s degree in mechanical engineering. He decided to come back to help others who, just like 
him, need a hand-up to learn about higher education.

“I was once in your position,” said Rafael. “It is never too early or too late to begin preparing for 
college and your future.” 

The College Bound workshop ended with Rafael saying, “Do not become discouraged from pursuing 
your passions. Shoot for your dreams because you will never know where that path may lead you.”

“It is never too early or too late 
to begin preparing for college 
and your future,” said Rafael, 
former Habitat OC College Bound 
workshop attendee. 
Photographer: Samantha Hawkins

The Uribe family moved into 
their Habitat OC home in Cypress 
in 2006 and since then, all of 
their children have attained 
college degrees. 
Photographer: Robert Rooks

Habitat OC participated in a city-wide serve day called Love La Habra to repair the home of the Ramos family. 
Local volunteers got their hands dirty and worked alongside volunteers from Home Depot.   

One Habitat OC Family, Four College Degrees
By: Gladys Hernandez

Safe and affordable housing is more than just a home. It’s a place where families can grow into their 
dreams of a better life.

In 2005, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County began building seven homes in Cypress and seven 
families were selected. One of those families was the Uribe family. 

After reading an article in the newspaper about Habitat OC, Mr. Uribe decided to apply for the 
program. When they were selected, Mr. Uribe and his wife were ecstatic. They were renting a home 
with two other families and their family of six shared one room. The home did not have working 
heat, the windows did not open, and the yard was composed of dirt and broken ceramic tiles. The 
families asked the landlord to make the necessary repairs, and he said he had no intention of cleaning 
the house up or making repair since the tenants paid such low rent.

Mr. Uribe says, “Habitat for Humanity came into our lives at the perfect time. My children needed 
their own space and a safe area where they could be kids.” 

Today, the family continues to thrive. Mrs. Uribe says, “My children were all able to get a college 
degree because we were able to afford to send all four of them to school. They grew up in a great 
neighborhood with wonderful neighbors. All thanks to Habitat for Humanity.”
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The Santa Ana Habitat OC ReStore is Moving
By: Gladys Hernandez

The Habitat OC ReStore location in Santa Ana will not be renewing 

its lease and will be closing its doors on August 18, 2017. A 

new location will be opening up only 1.6 miles from the current 

Habitat OC ReStore location, which is good news for all you 

donors and shoppers. Coming this fall, a Habitat OC ReStore 

Bulk Products store will open at 2140 Ritchey Street in Santa 

Ana, next door to the Habitat OC office.

Important Dates:

June 18, 2017  The Habitat OC ReStore in Santa Ana will begin closing on Sundays. 

The new hours of operation will be: Monday-Saturday: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

July 29, 2017 This is the last day to drop-off donations at the Habitat OC ReStore in Santa Ana. 

August 18, 2017  The Habitat OC ReStore location at 1400 Village Way in Santa Ana will 

permanently close its doors to the public.

Fall 2017  The Habitat OC ReStore Bulk Products store will open at 2140 Ritchey Street 

in Santa Ana.

For your convenience, the Habitat OC ReStore located at 1656 West Katella Avenue in Anaheim 

will continue to be open during the relocation period.

To stay up-to-date on the Santa Ana Habitat OC ReStore relocation, please visit 

www.habitatoc.org/ReStoreRelocation.

Cornerstone is a publication of Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, 2200 Ritchey Street, Santa Ana, CA 92705.
Phone: (714) 434-6200  |  E-mail: PublicRelations@HabitatOC.org  |  Website: www.HabitatOC.org  |  Editor: Gladys Hernandez

GET INVOLVED!
You can make a di�erence!

Volunteer with Habitat OC. 
Contact:
Volunteer@HabitatOC.org

Get your faith community involved. 
Contact:
FaithRelations@HabitatOC.org

Join Women Build-OC.  Fun, 
exciting, and no experience 
necessary. Contact:
WomenBuild@HabitatOC.org

Invest yourself in creating healthy 
communities. Every gift helps 
transform the lives of hardworking 
families.
www.HabitatOC.org/DonateOC
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Habitat
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990
people served

47
Resale
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173
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Repaired

Homes in OC

280
people served

23
Post-Katrina

Homes

115
people served

440
Tithe Homes Around

the World

2,200
people served

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County has served 3,758 women, men, and children.
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