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200 Habitat for Humanity Homes in 
Orange County Thanks to You
By: Gladys Hernandez 

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County has completed our La Habra and 
Santa Ana developments and has reached our 200th Habitat OC home milestone. 
With the help of volunteers, donors and supporters like you, we celebrated this 
milestone by presenting families with a key and mortgage to their Habitat OC 
home during their home dedications. Your time and generosity has changed 
the trajectory of these families’ lives for generations to come. Families like the 
Namkung and Salazar families.

The Namkung family came back to the United States after serving as 
missionaries in Cameroon and France for seven years. Upon returning, they 
realized they were a family of four who only owned their suitcases. They 
made it a point to work very hard to establish themselves in their careers and 
to become financially stable. Despite all of their hard work, the Namkung 
family still struggled to provide for their family due to the high cost of living 
in Orange County. 

The Salazar family is originally from Houston, Texas but relocated when 
Mrs. Salazar’s mother became ill. The family has been dealing with constant 
rent increases and fear of losing their homes. Not only were they under a lot 
of stress due to rent increases, but they also were seeking treatment for Mr. 
Salazar’s rheumatoid arthritis. Their eldest son speaks about the difficulty of 
watching his father go through numerous treatments that often left him in bed 
for multiple days. 

Today, the Namkung and Salazar families are Habitat OC homeowners and 
couldn’t be happier.

“Being able to actually own a home not only brings a sense of pride, but also 
shows my children that with hard work anyone, no matter their circumstances, 
can live the American dream,” said Mr. Salazar.

Thank you for helping us reach our 200th Habitat OC milestone and offering 
families a hand-up. 

“I was most impressed by the positive 
attitude of the volunteers. There was not a 
single day where I met one volunteer who 

ever complained,” said Mr. Namkung.
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The Salazar family was able to move into their 
Habitat OC home before the holidays and celebrated 

Christmas in their new home in Santa Ana. 



OUR MISSION:  
Seeking to put love and faith into action, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County 
brings people together to build homes, community and hope.
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A NOTE FROM SHARON… 

At Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, we build homes from 
the ground up, but it’s the foundation that we offer a child that is 
at the heart of our mission. So rejoice in this moment, knowing 
your acts of volunteerism and philanthropy for Habitat OC in 2015 
resulted in local children having a better place to sleep at night.

At each Habitat OC home dedication we look into their eyes, see 
their smiles, and know their futures are brighter. It’s thrilling to see 
the excited children and the gratified parents walk through their 
homes for the first time. Homes they helped build with their own 
hands, thanks to you.

Recently, I heard from a homeowner. She happily told me that everything in her life 
was moving forward in a positive direction. Her new home allows her to make sure her 
children continue their schooling and develop a sense of philanthropy. Because you 
decided to give, her children have a chance to reach their dreams of becoming doctors 
and nurses. 

With your help, Habitat OC engages community partners, empowers limited and 
moderate income families, and transforms neighborhoods using homeownership as an 
anchor for hope, change, revitalization, and stabilization. Our dream is not to build one 
home at a time, but to transform and nurture communities where our success is only 
limited by our ability to dream and imagine.

In 2016, I hope you will continue to be a part of our mission and join us as we continue 
to help local families attain the American dream of homeownership.

Blessings to you and your family.

Sharon Ellis, President/CEO
714-434-6200     
sharon@habitatoc.org



Join Habitat for Humanity of Orange County’s eighth annual Leaders Build Day on Friday, March 11, 2016. This is an exclusive event where top executives and business leaders 
work together to build affordable homes for limited-income families. For more information, visit www.HabitatOC.org/LeadersBuild.  

420 Tithe homes around the world: 2,100 people served

200 new homes in OC: 956 people served

40 Resale homes in OC: 144 people served

61 Repaired homes: 189 people served –

• 4 NSP2 homes, 12 people served

• 2 “A Brush With Kindness” homes, 9 people served

• 3 Rancho Santa Margarita partnerships, 12 people served

• 41 Veteran Home Repair homes, 106 people served

• 11 Habitat Hand-Up Home Repair homes, 50 people served

23 Operation Home Delivery post-Katrina homes:  

115 people served

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County has served 3,504 
women, men and children.

OUR TRACK RECORD
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Habitat OC’s Veterans Initiative was created to engage active service members, veterans, 
their families and families of the fallen to build homes, communities and hope, while also 
ensuring that they have the skills and support needed to achieve successful and sustainable 
home ownership. 

It started in 2006 as a local Habitat OC volunteer’s idea to help those who have risked their 
lives for our country. It evolved over the next few years, and it began with the Habitat 
for Heroes and Foundations for Families™ neighborhood of 27 homes in San Juan 
Capistrano.

Taking the lead, Habitat OC successfully developed the first Habitat community in the U.S. 
to offer active military, veterans and local families the opportunity to purchase a home and 
live as neighbors in a safe, supportive, and beautiful neighborhood.

Today, Habitat OC is working to support veterans through our advocacy and our affordable 
homeownership opportunities specifically marketing to military service members, veterans, 
their families and families of the fallen.

If you, or someone you know, is a military service member, a veteran, or a spouse of 
the fallen, please visit www.HabitatOC.org/MilitaryVeterans to learn more about our 
homeownership opportunities. If you are a veteran looking for multigenerational  
housing, housing that includes at least two adult generations, please contact  
FamilyServices@HabitatOC.org today regarding a unique opportunity.

Serving Those Who Served
By: Gladys Hernandez

The Hand-Up Home Repair program expands 
to serve more limited-income homeowners
By: Gladys Hernandez

In order to serve more families and to help homeowners in need of critical home repair, 
Habitat OC is working alongside various community partners to offer a hand-up to 
homeowners through the Hand-Up Home Repair program.

The Hand-Up Home Repair program helps qualified, limited-income families improve 
their living conditions by focusing efforts on health, safety, and accessibility. To learn more 
about the Hand-Up Home Repair program or to apply, please visit:
www.HabitatOC.org/HomeRepair.

As a way to honor her brother, 12-year-old Taylor dedicated her Bat Mitzvah service project to Habitat OC. Rather than collect gifts, Taylor hosted a fundraiser and
asked everyone to donate. Those donations were then matched by her family and given to Habitat OC. To learn more about youth opportunities, please visit 
www.HabitatOC.org/YouthPrograms. 

The Habitat OC Veterans Initiative is working to 
strengthen and support veterans through our advocacy 
and offer affordable housing and homeownership 
opportunities to military service members, veterans, 
their families and families of the fallen.  
Photographer: Gladys Hernandez. 

The Hand-Up Home Repair program recently made 
renovations to the home of Navy veteran John with the 
help of volunteers and donors. John was finally able to 
raise his American flag after volunteers installed a flag 
pole. Photographer: Danah De Guzman.  
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Habitat OC Homeowner Named City of Brea  
Citizen of the Year 
By: Mike Rodgers

One Corporation + Two Nonprofits = A Win, Win, Win  
By: Mike Rodgers

Nearly 20 years ago, Mary settled into her Habitat OC home along with her husband and children. 
While raising her children and maintaining her home, Mary became active in her community 
of Brea. Her work in the community resulted in her being awarded the 2015 Citizen of the Year 
award through the Brea Chamber of Commerce. Mary credits her Habitat OC home as a major 
contributor to her civic work. 

“Without Habitat for Humanity, my family would not be on the same path as it is today,” said 
Mary. “We were able to become a closer family, I was able to focus on what I can do with and for 
my family, and not struggle by just getting by.” 

Mary believes that having a stable foundation has offered her children great opportunities and 
allowed her to focus and plan for the future. She sees Habitat OC as a helping hand that provided 
her family with the stability and self-reliance needed to build a better life. 

“It wasn’t a gift, you have to put in your time, commit yourself to the process, and in the end I was 
appreciative of everything,” said Mary.

Mary plans to continue to be active in her community and give back, just as others did to help her 
family build their Habitat OC home. 

During DocuSign’s Global Day of Impact, they volunteered with Habitat OC to help local non-
profit make necessary improvements to one of their homes.

Boys Hope Girls Hope is a non-profit that helps prepare young people to thrive in college, 
career, and life by providing a stable learning environment. Their Fullerton home was in need of 
landscape repairs. 

“It is our goal to get the backyard cleaned up and landscaped so the girls can proudly host social 
events and study outside,” said Desiree Ogilbee, Program Director, Boys Hope Girls Hope.

The team from DocuSign not only partnered with Habitat OC, but they also helped another local 
nonprofit during their Global Day of Impact.  

Habitat OC will be taking a team of volunteers to participate in Habitat for Humanity International’s Vietnam Big Build in October. This will be the largest 
international event for 2016 with an estimated 300 volunteers from around the world building together. To learn more, please visit www.HabitatOC.org/GlobalVillage. 

After receiving Brea’s 2015 Citizen of the 
Year award, Habitat OC homeowner Mary 
(center), thanks Habitat OC for giving her the 
opportunity to purchase a home and acquire 
a sense of civic duty. Photo courtesy of Brea 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“The improvements provided helped create 
a more positive environment for the girls to 
succeed,” said Desiree Ogilbee from Boys 
Hope Girls Hope. DocuSign and Habitat OC 
provided landscaping for one of their homes 
during DocuSign’s Global Day of Impact. 
Photographer: Ben Nicoll. 
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Donate goods to a Habitat ReStore, The 
Home Improvement Store That Builds Homes
By: Robyn Willis

Redecorating? Downsizing? Moving? Remodeling? 
The Habitat for Humanity of Orange County ReStores  are 
donation centers and home improvement stores open to the 
public that sell quality new and gently used furniture and 
building materials at discounted prices.  Proceeds fund the build 
of affordable Habitat OC homes for purchase by hardworking 
families in your community.
 
      • Schedule a pick-up online
  Go online to   
  www.HabitatOC.org/DonateToReStore to  
  learn about scheduling a pick-up of those items  
  too big to fit in your car. 
      • Drop-off donations
  Bring your donations to one of our Habitat  
  ReStore locations.  Call ahead for hours of  
  operation and donation criteria. 

Why donate to the Habitat ReStore?
✓  ReUse is Green. Quality reusable items are diverted from the  
     landfill and repurposed.
✓  Saves You Money. Donations are tax-deductible and you  
     avoid paying hauling/trash disposal costs. Items are offered at  
     discounted prices.
✓  Supports Your Community. Your item donation and purchase  
     helps raise money to fund the build of Habitat OC homes for  
     purchase by hardworking families in your community.

S h o p. D o n a t e. Vo l u n t e e r.
Phone: (714) 434-6266
ReStoreOC.org
Donation Hotline: 714.434.6202

Anaheim ReStore
1656 West Katella Avenue
Anaheim, CA 92802

Santa Ana ReStore
1400 Village Way
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Attend Habitat Night new volunteer 
orientations at 6:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday 
of every month.  Please check our website 
for locations: 
www.HabitatOC.org

Volunteer to build and/or work at a Habitat 
ReStore. Contact:  
Volunteer@HabitatOC.org

Get your faith community involved.  
Contact:  FaithRelations@HabitatOC.org

Join Women Build-OC.  Fun, exciting, and no 
experience necessary. For more information 
please contact:   
WomenBuild@HabitatOC.org

Invest yourself in creating healthy 
communities. Every gift helps transform 
the lives of Orange County’s hardworking 
families.  
www.HabitatOC.org/DonateOC

GET INVOLVED!
You can make a difference!
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Open To The Public 7 Days A Week!


