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Habitat for Humanity of Orange County 
Completes 15 Homes in Cypress
By: Gladys Hernandez

With your generous support, Habitat OC volunteers wrapped up construction of 
the final five homes in Cypress, just in time for the holidays. 

What started in 2013 as an ambitious partnership with the city of Cypress, 
hundreds of volunteers, dozens of sponsors, and countless supporters, is now a 
dream come true for 15 families.

Over the last three years, Habitat OC has built the homes in phases with the help 
of the future homeowners. Most of the families suffered heartbreaking hardships 
and struggled for a place to call home. Some temporarily lived in their cars, 
while others rented a single room for a family of four.

Moving into this beautiful new Habitat OC community signals a momentous 
change in their lives -- a change that will provide the opportunity for the families 
to grow stronger, and a change that will spark a passion for success in their lives 
and in their children’s lives.

Families like Ebru’s. Ebru has been living in her Habitat OC home in Cypress 
since 2015. She’s a single mother of four children. Before she heard about the 
Habitat OC program, every paycheck was full of tough decisions. She would pay 
her bills and would then have to decide whether to buy tennis shoes for one of 
her children or buy school supplies for another.

Today, Ebru is using that money to pay for college for her two oldest children 
and saving the rest. Ebru says, “I cannot pay you back for all your contributions, 
but I can assure you my kids will give back. You helped give us a house and I 
will give you a doctor, a nurse, and future leaders in our community.” 

Thanks to you, the 15 Habitat OC families in Cypress have a decent place to live.

Veteran Ernesto purchased a Habitat OC home in 
Cypress a year ago and since then has continued 

his education and welcomed home a baby boy.  
Photographer: Lauri Reveles

“I cannot pay you back for all your contributions, 
but I can assure you my kids will give back,” said 

Ebru pictured above with her children. 
Photographer: Robert Rooks
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Santa Ana ReStore
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Santa Ana, CA 92705

Open To The Public 7 Days A Week!

OUR MISSION: 
Seeking to put love and faith into action, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County brings 

people together to build homes, community and hope.



$882,500
Median price of an 

Orange County home 
(November 2016)

$1,781
Average monthly 

OC apartment rent 
(October 2016)

$71,240
Annual income required to 

afford average monthly
OC apartment rent

(October 2016)
 

 

$48,750
Income earned by  

Habitat OC family of four
(50% of AMI)

Sources: Reis Inc., Orange County Register

WHY IS HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEEDED IN ORANGE COUNTY?

The Habitat for Humanity of Orange County team has hit the ground running in 2017 and I want you to join us.

With your help, Habitat OC homeowners are able to overcome the barriers that so often exist between their families 
and better, healthier and more financially stable lives.

You don’t have to look very far to see that more and more families are finding themselves in a struggle to keep a 
decent roof over their heads. Caught in punishing cycles of unpredictable rent increases, overcrowded conditions or 
lack of access to land and affordable financing, too many families in your community live every day with uncertainty, 
stress and fear.

I rejoice when a father shares how his child’s health has improved in an affordable Habitat OC home. I’m inspired 
by the mother whose growing confidence and newly acquired skills are propelling her toward additional educational 
and vocational opportunities. I celebrate that more teachers, policemen, and veterans are able to live affordably and 
decently in Orange County. And I watch with hope as a next generation has the chance to grow up in a safe, healthy 
space, with plenty of room to play and explore their potential.

Imagine the possibilities for all those families in your community who are eager to build or improve a place they can 
call home. Now realize that, so often, all they really need is a helping hand, a way to help themselves so that they can 
build a better life for themselves and their families. Imagine what you can do to help create more opportunities for 
that kind of success through Habitat OC.

It’s imperative that our work continue to grow, and that growth begins with your continued generous support. I thank 
you for sharing our vision of a world where everyone has a decent place to live and for everything you do to help 
make it a reality for more families every day.

Blessings to you and your family.

Sharon Ellis, President/CEO 
714-434-6200 
Sharon@HabitatOC.org

A NOTE FROM SHARON…

During the season of Lent, we are partnering with the Orange County Catholic community for the #40DaysForFamilies campaign. 
Join us by putting $1 in a jar for 40 days starting March 1 and donate the jar to Habitat OC at the end of Lent on April 13, 2017.   



Revitalizing Fullerton with the Help of Volunteers
By: Gladys Hernandez

Since 2007, Habitat OC has been active in the city of Fullerton. With the help of donors and 
volunteers, we built 11 homes on Valencia Avenue, giving qualified families an opportunity to gain 
strength, stability, and self-reliance through shelter. We followed up that development with our 
Hand-Up Home Repair program, providing critical home repairs for 20 Fullerton homeowners with 
fixed incomes and/or physical limitations. 

Finally, we partnered with residents in the Woodcrest neighborhood to organize 20 additional 
community events as part of our Neighborhood Revitalization efforts in South Fullerton. 

Today, Habitat OC’s work continues in Fullerton. We are building three homes on the corner of 
Highland and Truslow for qualified low-income families. One of the homes is being built with 
energy-efficient materials and technology and will be sold to a multi-generational veteran family, 
but there is still work to be done. 

Over the next three years we will expand our efforts in the city of Fullerton in order to help 
transform the lives of more families:

 •  We will work with the city of Fullerton on a multi-home development on Valencia Avenue, 
giving qualified families a chance to become homeowners.

 •  Our Hand-Up Home Repair program will continue to provide critical home repairs for senior, 
veteran, and other qualified homeowners.

 •  Our Neighborhood Revitalization efforts will expand to more communities in South Fullerton, 
helping residents gain the skills needed to improve their communities.

Of course, we can’t do this alone. Habitat OC’s strength comes from the families, donors, and 
volunteers who partner with us. To accomplish our goals in Fullerton – and to plan for an even 
brighter future in the city – we are forming the Fullerton Coalition. To learn more, please contact 
Chris Baiocchi at 714-434-6200 ext. 230 or Chris@HabitatOC.org.

Five Habitat OC Homeowners Pay Off Mortgage
By: Gladys Hernandez

Every month for more than 20 years, five families living in a Habitat OC development in Brea would 
mail their mortgage payments to Habitat OC. This year, all five families made their final payment.

The families applied for the Habitat OC program in 1995, which was an exciting time. We received 
land in Brea and received word we would host a Jimmy Carter Work Project Blitz Build. Next thing 
we knew, former President Jimmy Carter and former first lady Rosalynn Carter volunteered to help 
build three of the five homes. With the help of hundreds of volunteers, the homes were completed in 
three weeks. The last two homes were completed months later.   

The five families received the keys to their homes, raised their families, and paid off their 
mortgages…together. For these families, this neighborhood means the end of the struggle for 
affordable and safe housing, the beginning of better opportunities for their children, and a dream 
come true.

Habitat OC is forming the 
Fullerton Coalition to help expand 
our efforts in the city of Fullerton.   
Photographer: Jeff Ellerbrock

In 1995, Habitat OC hosted former 
President Jimmy Carter and former 
first lady Rosalynn Carter as they 
volunteered to help build three homes 
in Brea. 

After 22 years with Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, Senior Vice President Mark Korando is retiring. 
He volunteered for many years before joining the staff and is now ready to enjoy retirement. We wish Mark the very best.

Photographer: G
ladys H

ernandez
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Habitat ReStore Photo Purchase 
Goes to Antiques Roadshow
By: Chris Haire for Orange County Register

A couple of months ago, Kent and his son Kenneth 
stopped by the Habitat for Humanity of Orange County 
ReStore in Anaheim, as they often do since their recent 
remodel of their Westminster home.

Kenneth made a beeline to a bin full of vinyl. Between 
records, though, he came across a batch of black-and-
white photographs.

Kent likes to know the history of what he buys, so 
he Googled the signatures on the photographs.  The 
photos were from some of the most accomplished 
photographers of the 20th century – Elliott Erwitt, Burk 
Uzzle and Eve Arnold.

Then, his brother gave him a ticket to an episode of 
PBS-TV’s “Antiques Roadshow” in Palm Springs. 

Kent showed five of the photographs to Aimee Pflieger, 
a photograph specialist for Sotheby’s, a famous auction 
house.

“It’s a fantastic find,” Pflieger said. “It’s highly unlikely to find something like that in a thrift 
store. I was shocked.”

Based on the sales of similar photographs in the past, Pflieger gave a high and low estimate for 
each photo – $24,000 to $36,000 in all. Kent was shocked and excited to hear the news. 

These days, Kent continues to shop at the Habitat ReStores and tells all his friends to stop by. He 
says, “You never know what you’ll find at a Habitat OC ReStore. Every day is a treasure hunt.”
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GET INVOLVED!
You can make a di�erence!

Volunteer with Habitat OC. 
Contact:
Volunteer@HabitatOC.org

Get your faith community involved. 
Contact:
FaithRelations@HabitatOC.org

Join Women Build-OC.  Fun, 
exciting, and no experience 
necessary. Contact:
WomenBuild@HabitatOC.org

Invest yourself in creating healthy 
communities. Every gift helps 
transform the lives of hardworking 
families.
www.HabitatOC.org/DonateOC

205
Habitat

OC Homes

977
people served

46
Resale

Homes in OC

169
people served

69
Repaired

Homes in OC

261
people served

23
Post-Katrina

Homes

115
people served

436
Tithe Homes Around

the World

2,180
people served

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County has served 3,702 women, men, and children thanks to your donations of time and treasure.

Y O U R  T R A C K  R E C O R D


